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To the R EADER. 


IE that defoes more perfettly to underfland theſe gra 
"1 Dofrines of Chriftzanity, ought diligently to read the. 


Hoh Scriptures, eſpecially dt. Paul's cpifiles to the Romans 


and the Galatians. And, * Whoſoever giveth bis mind 


„to Holy Scriptures, with diligent fludy and burning defirey 
4 it cannot be that he ſhould be left without help. For either 


God vill ſend him ſome godly doclor to teach him, or God 


 ® h;mpelf, from above, ill give light unto his mind, and 


« teach him thoſe things which are neceſſary for him. Man's 
« human and worldly v iſſlom or ſcience is not needſul to the 
« underflanding of ſcripture; but the Revelation of the 
% Holy Ghoſt, whe inſpireth ibe true meaning unto them 


« that avith bumility and diligence ſearch for it.” 
| ' #* Homily of Reading the Holy Scriptures. ; 


e 


Of the Salvation of Mankind. 
3 
PEE breakers of his law, therefore can no man b 
his works be juſtified and made righteous before God. 


But every man is conſtrained to ſeek for another righte- 
__ouſneſs, or juſtification, to be received at God's own 


hands. And this juſtification, or righteouſneſs, which 
we receive of God's mercy, and Chriſt's merits em- 
braced by faith, is taken, accepted, and allowed of God 
for our perfect and full juſtification, For the more clear 
and full underſtanding hereof, it is our part ever to re- 
member, how that all the world, being wrapt in fin, 
God fent his only Son into the world, to fulfil the law 


for us, and by ſhedding his blood, to make fatisfation 


to his Father for our fins,” to aſſuage his indignation 
conceived againſt uus. 


2. Infomuch that infants being baptiz' d, and 8 


their infancy, are by this ſacrifice waſhed from their 
And they who in act or deed fin after their baptiſm, 
when they turn again to God unfeignedly, are _ 


ECAUSE all men are finners againſt God, and | 
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waſhed by this facrifice from their fins, in ſuch ſort that 


there remaineth not any ſpot of fin, that ſhall be imput- 
ed to their Damnation. This is that juſtification, or 


righteouſneſs, which S:. Pau! ſpeaketh of, when he faith, 
(Gal. ii.) No man is juſtified by the works of the law, but 
"by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And again, Me are juſtified by 
the faith of Chrifl, and not by the xvorks of the law: for by 


the works of the land ſhall no fleh be juftified. | 
3. The great wiſdom of God, in this myſtery of our 


_ redemption, hath tempered his juſtice and mercy toge- 


ther. His mercy he ſheweth, in delivering us from our 
captivity, without requirin g'any ranſom to be paid, or 


' "amends to be made on our parts: which thing by us 


had been impoſlible to-be done. And whereas it lay not 


in us to do that, he provided a ranſom for vs, that was, 


the precious body and blood of his own fon, who, be- 
fides this ranſom, fulfilled the Jaw for us perfectly. 
And fo the juſtice of God and his mercy embraced to- 


| "gether, fulfilled the great myſtery of our redemption. 


4. Of this juſtiee and mercy of God knit together, 
ſpeaketh St. Paul, in the third chapter to the Romans, 
All hape ſinned and come ſbort of the glory of God : © but 


are juſliſied freely by his grace, thro' the redemption that is 
in Jefus Chriſt; vom God hath fer forth to be a propitia- 


tion; thro' faith in bis blood. Aud in the roth, Chriſt 


Iii tbe end of the law. for righteouſucſs to every one that he- 


lieweth: and in the 8th chapter, that avhich qvas impoſſi- 
ble by #he lanv, inſoninch as it is weak through the fiſhy 
God fending his own ſon in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and 


4 for'fin, coudemncd fin in the fleſh: that the righteouſueſs of 
Z thelaw e ai be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh 


but after the ſpirit. | „„ „ 

g. In theſe places the apoſtle toucheth ſpecially three 
things, which muſt go together in our juſtification. 
Upon God's part, his great mercy and grace; upon 


\Chrift's part, the ſatisfaction of. God's juſtice, by the 


offering his body, and ſhedding his blood, with fulfilling 


of the law perfectly and thoroughly; and upon our part, 


a true and lively faith in the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. So 
that in our - Juſtification there is not only God's - mercy 


andi grace, but his juſtice alſo, | And {o the graze of 
= $5. | 2 | | "ES | 
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God doth not ſhut out the righteouſneſs of God in our 
Juſtification 3 but only ſhutteth out the righteouſneſs of | 


man; that is to ſay, the righteouſneſs of qur works. 
6. And therefore St. Paul declareth nothing on the 
brhalf of man, concerning his juſtification, but only a 
true and lively faith, which - itſelf is the gift of God. 


And yet that faith doth not ſhut out repentance, hope, 


love, and the fear of God, to be joined with faith iu 
every man that is juſtified. But it ſhutteth them out 
from the office of juſtifying, So that altho* they be all 


Preſent together in him that is juſtified, yet they juitify Y 


not all together. . Ne 
7. Neither doth faith ſbut out good works, neceſ- 
gy to be done afterwards, of duty towards God: 
(for we are moſt bounden to ſerve God, in doing good 
Works, commanded in ſcripture, all the days of our 
life.) But we may not do them to this intent, to be 
Juſtified by doing them. For all the good works we can 


do, are not able to deſerve our juſtification: but gut quſ- | 


tification cometh freely of the mere mercy of God: 


and of ſo great and free mercy, that whereas all the 7 


world was not able to pay any part towards their ran- 


ſocm, it pleaſed him, wihout any of our deſerving, o 


prepare for us the molt prccicns aengle of Chiill's 
body and bloed. whereby our ranſom might be paid, 
the law fulfilled, and his juſtice ſatisfied. So that Chriſt 
is now the righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe 
in him. He for them paid their ranſom by bis dralb. He 
for then fulfilled the law in bis life; ſo that now in him, 


and by him every Chriſtian may be called a fulfiler of g 


the law. Foraſmuch as that which their infirmity lack- 
ed, Chriſt's righteouſneſs hath ſupplied. 8 


o 
38. Le have heard, that no man can be juſtified by his 
don works, inaſmuch as no man fulfilleth the lau: 


And St. Paal in his epiſtle to the Galatians, proseth the 
| Came, ſaying, /f there bad bren a lub given which could E | 


Have juſtified, verily: rigbteonfarſs ſhould have been by the 
law. And again: if righteouſneſs come by the lam, then is 
Chriſt dead in vain. And to the Ephefans he faith, 
(chap. ii.) By grace are.ye.faved thro" faith ; nad that not 


onpſelver : it is the gift of God:: not of works, laſt an 3 
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ae frould boaf. And to be ſhort, ihe ſum of all Paul's 


diſputation is this, 4/7 righieouſucſs come of wvorks, then it 


cometh not of grace : and if it come of grace, then it comer 
not of avorks. And to this end tend 1 the propheis, as 
St. Peter faith, (Acls x. 43.) Ta him givc all the prapbets 
3 witneſs, that te bis name Ihoſcever lieveth 3 in bim Hall 


1 receive remiſſion of ſins. 


g. And that we are juſtified only by this true and live- 


| | ly Faith in Chriſt, ſpeak all the ancient authors; eſ- 
pecially St. Cyprian, Origin, St. Chryſoflom, Hilary, Ba- 


Fl, 81 Ambroſe, and St. Auguſtiu: by which they take 


away clearly all merit of our works, and wholly aſcribe 


our juſtification unto Chriſt only. This faith ile Holy 


1 | Scripture zeacheth us, is the firong rock and foundat: on of the 


Chriſtian religion. This doctrine ail ancient authors of 


L | Chriſt's church do approve. This doftrine fſetteth forth the 
true glory of Chriſt, and beateth down allwain glory of mans 


This whoſoever dedtieth, | ts not to be accounted for a Chriſtian 


| man, nor for à ſetter forth of Chriſt's glory; but for au ad- 
verſacy to Chriſt and his goſpel, aud. for a fetter forth of 


4 | man's van glory. 


10. But that this true doctrine of juſlification by fairh 
may be truly underſtood, obſerve, that juſtification, is 
the office of: God only; and is not a thing which we 
render unto him, but which we receive of him by his 


ö | free mercy, thro' the only merits of his beloved ſons 
1 And the true ſenſe of this doctrine, wwe are Juli fed freely 
XZ oy faith without works, or, ave are juſtified by faith in 


Chriſt only, is not, that this is our own act 70 believe in 
Chriſt, or this our faith in Chriſt, Which is within us, 


do th juſtify us; (for that were to account ourſelves to be 
juſtified by ſome act or virtue that is within ourſelves) 
but that altho? we have faith, hope, and charity within 
us, and do never ſo many works thereunto; yet we muſt 


renounce the merit of all, of faith, hope, charity, und 
all other virtues and good works, which we either hare 


done, ſhall do, or can do, as far too weak to deſerve our 


Juſtification ; for which therefore we muſt truſt only in 


God's mercy, and the lacrifice which Chriſt e oy; 


ut on the croſs. .- 


1. As they Jobs Baptiſt, as great and. godly A man as tab 
3 | 8 2 he - 
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Ind as it is all one to ſay, faith without :ayorks, 


undd only farrh dorb juſiſʒ us, therefore the ancient fathers 
from time to time ſpeak thus: only faith juftiſeihb us, 
meaning no other than St. Paul meant when he ſaitll, 
Faith without works juſflifieth un. Aud becauſe ibis is 7 
wrought thro? the only merits of Chriſt, and not thro” 7 
dur merits,” or thro' the merit of any virtue we hare 


within us, or of any work that cometh from us: there- 
fore, in that reſpect, we renounce, as it were again, 


faith, works, and all other virtues. For our corruptien 


thro' original fin is ſo great, that all our Faith, charity, 


_ - avords and works, cannot merit or deſerve any part of our 
 J#ftification for us. And therefore we thus ſpeak, hum- 


bling ourſelves to God, and giving to our Saviour 


Chriſt all the glory of our juſtification. 


13. To juſtify then, is the office of God to man- 
Our office and duty to God is not to paſs our time ſinful - 


Ty or unfruitfully: for this were to ſerve the devil, and 


not God. For that faith which bringeth not forth re- 


pentance, but either evil works, or no good works, is | 5 
not a right, pure, OT faith, but a dead and de. 
to 


viliſh one, as St. Paul and St. James call it. For even 
the devils believe, Thar Chriſt was born of a - mirgin : 


God; 


that he wrought all kinds of miracles, declaring himſelf very 


de was, yet in this matter of forgiving ſin put the people 
from + and pointed them to Che, ying, Bej,fe 
the Lamb God which taketh away the fins of vie avorid : | 
even ſo as great and godly a virtue as faith is, it putteth 
us from itſelf, and pointeth us to Chriſt, to have only 7 
by him remiſſion of fins or juſtification. So that our 
faith, as it were, ſaith unto us thus: I i, act [that tat- 
eb away your fins. It is Chriſt only, and to him alone I © 
Nau you for that purpoſe; forſaking all your good virtues, 7 
words, thoughts, and works, and putting your truft in Chriſt © 


12. And in truth, neither our faith nor our works do 
Juſtify us; that is, deſerve remiſſion of our fins; but 
God himſelf doth juſtify us, of his o. merey, thro the 

| Merits af his Son only. Nevertheleſs, becauſe by faith 7 

given us of God, we embrace the promiſe of God's mer- 7 
ey, and of the remiſſion of our fins; therefore the ſerip- 


mo 
— 


(87 1). 


God : that for bur fakes he ſuffered a moſt painful a arb, co 
, redeem us from death everlaſting: that be roſe again the 
third day: that he aſcended inio heawen, and fereth. at the 
right hand of the Father, and at the end of . world ſhall 
come again to Judg dge both the quick and the dead. Theſe ar- 

| ticles of our faith the devils believe, and ſo they believe 

all that is written in the Old and New Teſtament. Au 

Det for all this faith, they be but devils. They remain flill in 

| heir damnable eftate, lacking the very true Chriftian faith, 

14. The rigbt and true Chri iftian faith, is not only to he- 

lieve, that Holy Scripture, and the articles of our faith ate 

true; but alſo to have a ſure truft and. confidence, tu he ſam- 

e from-everlaſting damnation by Chriſt; æ lere doth N 

low. a loving. lieari to obey his commandments. 

15. And this true Chriſtian faith, neither any devil 
bath, nor yet any man, who in outward proſeſſion, in 
1 his receiving the ſacraments, in coming to chureh, and 

in all other outward appearances, ſeemeth to be a Chriſ. | 
tian, and vet in his life ſheweth the contrar For how 
can a man have this true faith, fare truft par confidence in 

God, that by the merits of Chriſt his fins are forgiven” and 

be reconciled to the fawour of God, when he denieth Chriſt 

in his evorks ? Surely no , man can dee this 

faith and truſt in God. g 
16. If we do truly believe, that We we were _ 

Jenned to hell and death everlaſting, God hath 

XZ his own Son, to take our nature upon him, and to for 

Z death for our offences, to juſtify us, and to reſtore. us to 

Z life everlaſting : if we truly believe that he hath made 

us his dear children, brethren unto his only ſon, and in- 

3 heritors with him of his eternal kingdom of heaven; 
theſe great and merciful benefits of God will move us to 
render ourſelves unto God wholly with all our hearts, 
might, and power, to ſerve him in all good works, to 
ſeek in all things his glory; evermore dreading to offend 8 

in word, thought, or deed, ſuch a merciful God and 
loving Redeemer. They will alſo move us, to be ever 

ready for his ſake to give ourſelves to our neighbours, 
and as much as lieth in us, to ſtudy with all our endea- 
vour, to do good to every man. Theſe are the fruits 

A of true kamm, to do Sooch as much as lieth in us, to 
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every man; aud above all things, and in all things, -to 
advance che glory of God: to nne oy n _ _ 
ere e ane, and Ly, 


Of True Chriſtian F aith. 


1. HE firſt coming unto God i is through: faith, 
Ee, whereby we are jultified before God; but leſt 
any man ſhould be deceived, for want of right under- 
Landing thereof, it is diligently to be noted, ihat faith 
is taken in ſeripture two ways: there is one faith, which 
the ſeriptuie calleth a dead faith; and . by St. 
James, is compared to the faith of devils, who believe 


aud ifemble, and yet do nothing well: and ſuch a faith | 


as this have wicked Chrittians, who 1 ofe va they Aare 
Sod, but in <vorks deny him. 
2. This faith is, a perfevaſion that 1 is a God, ad 
a belief of all the truths contained his «vord. So that it con- 
fiffeth only in ee that the avord of God is true. Aud 
this is not. properly called faith. But as he that readeth 
Cæſar's eee + ,, tho? he. believeth it to be true, 
yet is not properly ſaid, to believe in Cæſar, of whom 
looketh tor no benefit: even ſo he that believeth all 
the _ to be true, and yet liveth ungodly, is not pro- 


Fra y faid to believe in God: for he hath not ſuch a 
h 


and truſt in God, whereby he ſurely looketh for 
grace, mercy, and everlaſting lite at God's hand. For 


inaſmuch as faith without works is dead, it is not faith, 


as a dead man is not a man. 
3. Another faith there is in ſcripture, which 3 is not 


ice or unfruitful, but (as St. Paul declares) working by 


owe. And as that is called a dead faith, fo this may be 


called a quick or living faith. This is he only a belief of 
the articles of our faith; but alſo à true trufl aud confidence” 


of the mercy of God throxeh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and @ 
Hedfaft hope of. all good things at God's hand * : a confi- 
N . 119075 we e fall Boch = wy ty yet if 


we ? 


* It is the doctrine of the Church of England, to which every 
winiſſer of the church, hath ſubſcribed, in ſubſeribing the 35th arti- 
cle, hat, 4 without, or before this, can no good work * done.“ 


ua ee wo „ www DS 0 rn 


we retum to him by true repentance, he will forgirg ” 


our offences for his ſon's ſake; and make us inheritors 
of his everlaſting kingdom: that in the mean time he 
will be our protector and defender, and not withdraw 
his merey finally from us, if we commit ourſelves whol- 
ly unto him, hang only upon him, and call upon him, 
ready to obey and ferve him. This is the true, living, 
Chriſtian faith; which is not in the mouth, and outward 
profeſſion only, but it liveth and ftirreth inwardly in 
the heart: and this faith is not without hope and truſt 
in God, nor. without the love of God, and 1 

bour, nor without the fear of God, nor without the de- 
fire to hear God's word, and to follow the ſame, in a- 
voiding evil, and gladly doing all good works. | 


four neigh- 


4. Of this faith, three things are ſpecially to be noted; 


ſecondly, that without it can no good works be done; 


thirdly, what good works this faith doth bring forth... 


F. . For the fu, as light cannot be hid; but will ſhew 
& itſelf at ane place or other: ſo true faith cannot be bid, 


but will break out, and ſhew itſelf by good works. And 
as the living body of a man ever exerciſeth ſuch things 


as belong to a living body, for nouriſhment and prefer- 


vation of the fame: exen ſo the fog} that hath N 


flaith, will be alrays doing ſome good work, which 


declare that it is living. Therefore, if any man fancy 
he is ſet at liberty from doing good works, it is a mani- 


YH feſt token, he hath no true faith; yea, he knoweth not 
27 what true faith meaneth. For true Chriſtian faith is, 


not only a belief of all the things of God which are on- 
tained in Holy Scripture; but alſo an earneſt truſt and 


confidence in God, that he is careful aver us, as the fa- 
ther is over the child whom he loveth, and that he will 


be merciful to us for his ſon's ſake, And tbis true faith, 
when we confider what God hath done for us, is alſo 


| moved thro”. continual aſſiſtance of the ſpirit of God, to 
ſerve and pleaſe him, to keep his favour, to fear his diſ- 


pleaſure, to continue his ient children; ſhewi 


7 thankfulneſs by obſerving his commatidments, and that 
freely, for true love chiefly, and not for dread of pu- 
| 7 niſhment, or love of temporal reward: conſidering how 


clearly 5 


——ů— — 


. 8 
— — — E—E6Ek◻! — 4 2 
R 


— gew ee ces 
— 
—— 
4 — — 


l 
* * 


T Q 


————— — — 


F 


* 
1 


; ( 10 . 


7 


clearly, without our deſervings, we have freely receir. 
ed the mercy and pardon, © Ea, | 


'* Therefore, if it do not appear in our converſation, IF.” 


the faith we pretend to have is but feigned: becauſe true 
faith is manifeſtly ſhewn by good living, and not by 1 
36e 


words only; as St. Auguſtin ſaith, Good living cannot 


ſeparated from true faith, avhich worketh by love : and St, f 


Cbryſeſlom, Faith is full of gaod works; and as ſoon as . 


man belieweth, he ſhall be adorned <vith them, How plen- 


tiful it is of good works, St. Paul teacheth at large in the 


-21th chapter to the Hebrexvs; evidently declaring, that 


true faith 15 no unfruitful thing, but a thing of perfect 1 N 


virtue, of wonderful operation and firength, bringing Þ 
forth all good motions and good works. 


Every man therefore muſt diligently examine him. 


wal whether he hath this faith in his heart or not. He 
that feeleth his heart ſet to ſeek God's honour, and lead- 
eth not his life after his own deſire, but ſetteth his mind 


to ſerve God for his own ſake, and for his ſake to love 
all his neighbours, whether they be friends or adverſa- 
ries, doing good to every man, (as opportunity ſerveth) 


and willingly hurting no man; ſuch a man may well re- 
Joice in God, perceiving by his life, that he hath a living 
faith. Bur he that doth not live according to God's 
words, deceiveth himſelf, if he think he believeth in 


him. 


8. Let us then by our works declare our faith to be 
the nung, Chriſtian faith: and by ſuch virtues as 


ought to ſpring out of faith, Let us add to, or in our faith, 


virtue; in our virtue, knowledge ; in our knowledge, tempe- 


rance; in our temper ance, patience; in our patience, godli- 


| | "neſi; in our godlinej;, brotherly kindneſs; and in brotherly | 


kindneſs,” charity. So ſhall we both certify our conſei- 


ence, that we are in the right faith, and alſo confirm | 


other men. If you feel and perceive ſuch a faith in you, 


rejoice in it, and be diligent to maintain it. Let it be 


daily increaſing more and more by good works; fo ſhall 


vou be ſure that you ſhall pleaſe God, and when his will 
is, receive theend of your faith, even the ſalvation of your ſouls, 
9. The ſecond thing that was noted of true faith was, 


that without it can no good works be done: for as the 


En FRI «„ % „ „ „ „ a 


cout this, thou haſt only the ſhadows of them.“ 


3, 127 


Wranch cannot Bear fruit of itſelf, ſaith our Saviour Chriſt, + 


xcept it abide in the vine; no more can ye except ye abide in + 


me. I am the wine; ye are the branches; he that atideth- 
is me and I in him, he bringeth forth much fruit: for æuith- 
out me ye can do nothing. And St. Paul proveth that E-+ 
och had faith, becauſe he pleaſed God; for without faith, 
Faith he, it is impoſſible to pleaſe him, | | - 


10. Faith giveth life to the ſoul: and they are as much - 


dead to God who want faith, as they are to the world, 
whoſe bodies want ſouls. Without faith all we do is 
hut dead before God, be it ever ſo glorious before man. 
Even as a picture is but a dead repreſentation of the 
thing itſelf; ſo are the works of thoſe who: have not 
faith before God. They are but ſhadows of good and 
Ahving things, and not good and living things indeed: 
for without faith no work is good before God. We 
muſt ſet. no good works before faith. Let no man, 
faith St. Auguſtiue, reckon upon his good works before 
his faith; tor where faith was not, good works were 


not. There is one work in which are all good works, 
[< that is, faith which worketh by love, Ef thou haſt 
* this, thou haſt the ground of all good works: with- 
11. To the ſame purpoſe faith St. Chry/oftorn, * Many. | 
© who have not the true faith, yet flouriſh in works of 


F< mercy; but the chief work is lacking, to believe in 


© him whom God hath ſent, So ſoon as a man hath 
© faith, he. ſhall flouriſh in good works. For faith is 


: full ol works, and nothing is good without faith, 8 


They that ſhine in good works without faith, are like 
dead men who have goodly and precious tombs. . 
Faith cannot but be naked without good works, for 


then it is no true faith; and when it is adjoined to 


© works, yet it is above the-works. . For as men firſt 
% have life, and aſter are nouriſhed; ſo muſt our faith 
in Chriſt go before, and after be nouriſhed with good 


Works. And life may be without nouriſhment, but 


nouriſhment can't be without life. A man muſt needs 
be noariſhed.. by good works, but firſt he muſt have 


| © faith, He that doth good works, yet without faith, 


he hath no life. I can ſhew a man that by faith Wðiih- 
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n works Hved and came to heaven: but without 
faith never man had life. The thief that was hang 
«ed when Chriſt ſuffered, did believe onty; and the 
moſt merciful God juſtiſied him. Faith by itſelf ſaved: 

$ him but works by themſelves never juſtiſied any 
12. The third thing to be noted of true faith is, 

e eee bring forth. And this Chriſt 

himſelf hath plainly declared, Z* thou wilt enter into lifts 
keep the commandments. So that we are taught by Chritt's 

- own mouth, that the works of the commandments of 
God are the true works of faith, the very way that doth 

V.... 8 
13. Wherefore, as ye have any regard for everlaſting 
life, apply yourſelves above all things to read and hear 
God's word; mark diligently what his commandments 
are, and with all your endeavour follow the fame. Firſt 
| you muſt have an affured faith in God, and give your- 

ſelves wholly unto him; love him in proſperity and ad- 
verſity, and dread to offend him evermore. Then for his 
| ſake, love all men, friends and foes, becauſe they are 
bis creatures and image, and redeemed by Chriſt as ye 
are. Caſt in your mind how you may do good unto all 
men, unto your powers, and hurt none. Obey all your 
ſuperiors and governors; ſerve your maſters faithfully 
and diligently; diſobey not your fathers and mothers, 
but honour, help, and pleaſe them to your power. Op- 
pPreſt not, kill not, beat not, neither flander nor hate 
any man: but love all men, ſpeak well of all men, help 
and ſuecour every man as you may, yea, even your 
enemies that hate you, that ſpeak evil of you, and hurt 
you. Take no man's goods, nor covet your neighbour's 

goods; but be content with your own and beſtow them 
charitably, as need requireth. Flee all idolatry, witeh- 
craft, perjury; commit no manner of adultery, forni- 
catian, or other unchaſtity in will or deed. And la- 
bouring continually in thus keeping the commatid= | 
ments, which, wrought in faith, God hath ordained to 
de the path-way unto heaven, you ſhall not fail to 
come to that everlaſting life, where you ſhall live in 
glory and joy wick God for ever. 


